Catholicism in Great Britain
last few years the conversions of leaders in different walks
of life, and especially in the literary world, such people as
Monsignor Ronald Knox, G. K, Chesterton, Christopher
Dawson, Arnold Lunn, Vernon Johnston, Evelyn Waugh,
and many others, have tended to bring this influence to
London. This makes it a greater pity that the risk
should be run that, at the election of the next Pope,
English Catholics should still feel they have no voice.
The Pope himself has always been a great admirer of
Great Britain, and especially of the late King George V.
He is, with the exception of Leo XIII, the first Pope for
centuries who has ever visited England. When he was in
London before the Great War, his chief joy was to ride on
the top of an omnibus around the town, and, speaking as
he always does in the royal "We", he once described an
adventure at Leeds. "We had reached the station of Leeds
and we were very anxious to get some refreshment. The
station guard told us that we had a little time, but as we
were finishing our refreshment in the buffet, we were
horrified to see the train starting to leave and so we rushed
out as fast as we could and finally were able to jump into
the guard's van, as it moved past, to the accompaniment
of the cheers of the populace." How much more would
they have cheered had they realised that this was a future
Pope!
It is, of course, the custom at the Vatican for the Pope
to say as little as possible in public that might be considered
to favour one political party or another in any country,
and, therefore, when four hundred and fifty British un-
employed were taken to Rome in 1933, it was not
remarkable that the Pope was unwilling to make any special
reference to King George. He has, however, on more